
 

 

 

 

Pentecost 8 

Stay Focused:   

Focused Living Properly Values Earthly Wealth  



PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
July 31, 2022 

WELCOME!  

We love that you are here today!  Our service is printed for you in this worship 
folder.  Or you can follow the projections on the front wall. 

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship space, as 
well as across the hall as you enter into the school.       

 

Quiet room  Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space which 
still enables you to hear/see the service. 

 

A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of you.  
Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it in the 
wicker basket along the wall after the service. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

The pursuit of earthly wealth is vapor, a chasing after the wind.  Why?  Jesus 
explains with a parable that at death we must leave behind what we worked so 
hard for.  What good will earthly wealth do us if we must spend an eternity in hell 
afterward?  Therefore Colossians 3 urges us to set our minds on things above, not 
on earthly things. This is not to discourage earning a living or saving up for 
retirement, but let us not base our well-being or our future on earthly possessions. 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION” 

Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be 
unified with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to 
ask you to WAIT before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find 
out what we teach; 2) until you make your unity with us evident by membership at 
Peace. Regular classes are conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS 
guests please sign a Connection Card and give it to an usher before communing.  
Thank you. 

To examine yourself before receiving the Lord’s Supper you may use page 

295-296 of the blue hymnal. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
The Service – Setting Three ........................................................ pg. 188 in the blue hymnal 

Psalm of the Day  ........................................................ Psalm 73, page 73 in the blue hymnal 

Prayer of the Church  ..................................................................................................... Insert 

 

Hymns 
Opening Hymn 807:1-4 All Depends on Our Possessing 
Hymn of the Day 820 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
Communion Hymns 690 Blest Are They 
Closing Hymn 807:5-6 All Depends on Our Possessing 
 

 

 
Scripture Lessons 

First Lesson Ecclesiastes 1:1,2, 12-14; 2:18-26   
Second Lesson Colossians 3:1-11 
Gospel Lesson Luke 12:13-21   
 

 

 
Sermon   Ecclesiastes 1:1,2, 12-14; 2:18-26 

More than Mist 

 

 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider  ............................................................................................................ Rev. Luke C. Werre 
Sermon  ................................................................................................................ Rev. Shaun Arndt 
Keyboardist  ........................................................................................................... Mrs. Sarah Bilitz 
  

The cover image is from Paramentics.com done by Ian Welch © 2013. All Rights reserved.  
Used by permission  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office: (608) 837-5346  church.office@peacewels.org 

School Office: (608) 834-1200  school.office@peacewels.org 

Pastor Shaun Arndt   shaun.arndt@peacewels.org 

Pastor Luke Werre    luke.werre@peacewels.org 

Principal Steve White   steve.white@peacewels.org 

Early Childhood Director Kailey White  kailey.white@peacewels.org 

Deaconess Judith Metzger   admincoordinator@peacewels.org 

 

Mission Statement 

As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are 

committed to making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and nurturing 

believers for Christian service, all to the glory of God. 

 

Service Times 

Sunday 8:00 & 9:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm 

Television: Sunday 9:00 am  

channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital 

TDS channel 13 

The most recent service is also on our website homepage: 

church.peacewels.org 

1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
 



FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:1-2, 12-14, 2:18-26 

The words of Ecclesiastes, David’s son, king in Jerusalem.  
2“Nothing but vapor,” Ecclesiastes said. “Totally vapor. Everything is just vapor that 

vanishes.” 
12I, Ecclesiastes, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my heart to seek out and 

explore with wisdom everything done under the sky. (What a burdensome task God has given 
the children of Adam to keep them busy!) 14I have seen all the actions done under the sun, and, 
look, it is all nothing but vapor. It is all chasing the wind. 

2:18I also hated all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard under the sun, 
since I must leave it all to the man who comes after me. 19And who knows—will he be wise, or a 
fool? Yet he will have control over all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard 
and so wisely, under the sun. This too is vapor that vanishes. 

20So I changed my course, and my heart began to despair over all my hard work at which I 
worked so hard under the sun. 21Sure, there may be a man who has worked hard—wisely, aptly, 
and skillfully. But he must hand over whatever he accumulated by all his hard work to a man 
who has not worked hard for it. This too is vapor. It’s so unfair! 22For what does a man gain 
through all his hard work, through all the turmoil in his heart as he works so hard under the sun? 

23Bah! Pain fills his days. His occupation is frustration. Even at night his heart does not rest. 
This too is vapor. 

24There is nothing better for a man than to eat and to drink and to find joy in his work. This 
too, I saw, is from God’s hand. 25For who can eat or enjoy himself apart from him? 26Yes, God 
gives wisdom, knowledge, and happiness to the man whom he considers good, but to the 
person who goes on sinning God gives the task of gathering and collecting, but only so that he 
can give it all to a person whom God considers good. This too is vapor, nothing but chasing wind. 

 

 

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1–11    

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 3For 
you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.  

5So put to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, 
and greed, which is idolatry. 6It is because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on the 
sons of disobedience. 7You too once walked in these things, when you were living in them.  

8But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and 
filthy language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to each other since you have put off the old self 
with its practices, 10and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in knowledge, 
according to the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcision or 
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all and is in all.  



GOSPEL Luke 12:13–21 
Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over 
you?”  

15Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a man’s life 
is not measured by how many possessions he has.”  

16He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17He was 
thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my crops?’ 18He 
said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and goods. 19And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up for many 
years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’  

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. Now who 
will get what you have prepared?’  

21“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.”  
 

LITANY OF THANKS IN SUFFERING 
I praise you, Lord, for everything you have ever taken away from me or refused to give me. 

For I trust you to remove anything that might stand between me and my Savior. 

Thank you, God, for every trouble you allow into my life. 

For through each sorrow, you draw me closer to your Word and promises. 

Father, I laud you for the loved ones you have called to yourself. 

For by so doing, you not only rescue your children from this vale of tears,  but you 
also remind us to prepare for eternity. 

Savior, I express my sincere appreciation for never having enough money. 

For with every penny you withhold, you turn me to the one thing needful and lead me 
to pray for my daily bread. 

I exalt you, King of Creation, for the hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, blizzards, 
and floods you allowed this past year.  

For by these, you warn the wicked of your impending judgment and provide believers 
channels for their charity.  

Jesus, Head of the Church, thank you for not revealing how you will rescue your people in 
the face of seemingly impossible problems.  

For in this way you lead us to forsake human wisdom and rely only on your promises.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow  

At every juncture in life, turn our hearts to true repentance and sincere thanksgiving.  

So when you say, “All things work together for good,” I come to trust that you really 
mean “all things.” Amen. 


