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Stay Focused:
Focused Living Properly Values Heavenly Treasure

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
August 7, 2022
WELCOME!
We love that you are here today! Our service is printed for you in this worship folder. Or
you can follow the projections on the front wall.

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship
space, as well as across the hall as you enter into the school.
Quiet room Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space
which still enables you to hear/see the service.
A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of you.
Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it in the
wicker basket along the wall after the service.

TODAY’S FOCUS
Last week our Scripture readings taught us the fleeting nature of earthly wealth
and its inability to save us. Understanding these limitations helps us to not
overvalue earthly wealth to help us combat the temptation toward greed.
Today’s three Scripture readings teach us to not undervalue heavenly treasure.
Appreciating the true and eternal riches our loving Father in Heaven gives us in
the promises of Jesus our Savior, helps us combat the temptation toward fear and
worry. No matter how difficult outward circumstances may look, the Lord who
has prepared us an eternal and enduring heavenly city (second lesson) will most
certainly also take care of his children’s needs until He brings them there.
AS YOU PREPARE FOR WORSHIP …
Personal prayers may be found on pages 255-258 in the blue hymnal.
Luther’s Small Catechism may be found on 286-294.
Hymns 797-830 are organized under the theme of “Trust” and provide wonderful
prayers and reminders that the Lord who has seen to our eternal needs will see to
our earthly needs.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Prayer............................................................................ pg. 207 in the blue hymnal
Psalm of the Day ...................................................... Psalm 121, page 121 in the blue hymnal
Hymns
Opening Hymn
Hymn of the Day
Closing Hymn

800
828
774

Scripture Lessons
First Lesson
Second Lesson
Gospel Lesson

Genesis 15:1-6
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:22-34

Sermon

How Firm a Foundation
Where Your Treasure Is
Day by Day

Genesis 15:1-6
When You Have Nothing Else to Hang on to … Hang on to God’s Word

PSALM 121
Today’s Psalm was first written for worshippers making the difficult journey to
worship the Lord in Jerusalem. As we journey through life with its ups and downs,
we too can take comfort that our “help comes from the LORD.” Vocalists will
introduce the refrain and the first two lines of the psalm.
SONG OF ZECHARIAH (LUKE 1:68-79)
Today we use the Song of Zechariah instead of the We Praise You, O God. Both of
these songs of praise have been used interchangeably (or even together) through
the centuries in daily services such as “Morning Praise.” John the Baptist’s father,
Zechariah sang this song to celebrate that the time of God’s promised Savior, Jesus
had arrived! Vocalists will support the congregation in the singing of this song.
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FIRST READING

Genesis 15:1–6
After these events the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision. He said, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2
Abram said, “LORD God what can you give me, since I remain childless, and the one who will
inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Look, you have given me no
offspring, so a servant born in my house will be my heir.”
4
Just then, the word of the LORD came to him. God said, “This man will not be your heir, but
instead one who will come out of your own body will be your heir.” 5The LORD then brought him
outside and said, “Now look toward the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count them.”
He said to Abram, “This is what your descendants will be like.” 6Abram believed in the LORD, and
the LORD credited it to him as righteousness.

SECOND READING

Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16
Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do not see.
2
For by this faith the ancients were commended in Scripture.
3
By faith we know that the universe was created by God’s word, so that what is seen did not
come from visible things.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place that he was going to receive
as an inheritance, and he left without knowing where he was going.
9
By faith he lived as a stranger in the Promised Land, as if it did not belong to him, dwelling
in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
11
By faith Abraham also received the ability to conceive children, even though Sarah herself
was barren and he was past the normal age, because he considered him faithful who made the
promise. 12And so from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand along the seashore.
13
One by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the things that were
promised, but they saw and welcomed them from a distance. They confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14Indeed, people who say things like that make it clear that
they are looking for a land of their own. 15And if they were remembering the land they had
come from, they would have had an opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were longing for a
better land—a heavenly one. For that reason, God is not ashamed to be called their God,
because he prepared a city for them.

GOSPEL

Luke 12:22–34

Jesus said to his disciples, “For that reason I tell you, stop worrying about your life, about
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23Certainly life is more than food, and
the body is more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap; they have no
warehouse or barn; and yet God feeds them. How much more valuable are you than birds!
25
And who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his lifespan? 26Since you are not able to
do this little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider how the wild flowers grow.
They do not labor or spin. But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed like one of
these. 28If this is how God clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the furnace, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith? 29Do not
constantly chase after what you will eat or what you will drink. Do not be worried about it. 30To
be sure, the nations of the world chase after all of these things, but your Father knows that you
need them. 31Instead, continue to seek the kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to
you. 32Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.
33
Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not
become old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

