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Stay Focused: In the Face of Opposition,
Focus on Jesus

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
August 14, 2022
WELCOME!
We love that you are here today! Our service is printed for you in this worship folder. Or
you can follow the projections on the front wall.

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship
space, as well as across the hall as you enter into the school.
Quiet room Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space
which still enables you to hear/see the service.
A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of you.
Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it in the
wicker basket along the wall after the service.

TODAY’S FOCUS
Christ came into this world to establish peace between God and mankind through the
forgiveness of sins proclaimed and given in the gospel message. At the same time, that
message of heavenly peace causes hostility and division when it is rejected and reviled by
unbelief. Therefore, those who follow Christ can expect to face opposition just as Jesus
did. Where shall we turn when we face such opposition? To Jesus! Focus on Jesus who
endured the cross for us (2nd lesson) and gives His powerful Word (1st lesson). Jesus gives
to us more than any opposition or trial could take away! Jesus and the peace He gives
which this world can never give will strengthen us and keep us from losing heart.

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION”
Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be unified
with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to ask you to WAIT
before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find out what we teach; 2) until
you make your unity with us evident by membership at Peace. Regular classes are
conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS guests please sign a Connection Card
and give it to an usher before communing. Thank you.

To examine yourself before receiving the Lord’s Supper you may use page
295-296 of the blue hymnal.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Service – Setting Two ........................................................... pg. 172 in the blue hymnal
Psalm of the Day ........................................................... Psalm 4, page 4 in the blue hymnal
Hymns
Opening Hymn
Hymn of the Day
Communion Hymns
Closing Hymn
Scripture Lessons
First Lesson
Second Lesson
Gospel Lesson

876:1-3
870
668
665
876:4

Fight the Good Fight
O Church, Arise
Jesus Comes Today with Healing
What Is This Bread
Fight the Good Fight

Jeremiah 23:23-39
Hebrews 12:1-13
Luke 12:49-53

Sermon

Hebrews 12:1-13
The Lord Disciplines Those He Loves

CHURCH MILITANT
Two of our hymns this morning come from “Church Militant” section of the hymnal
(Hymns 862-879). Church Militant means that the Church of believers in Jesus is in the
midst of a struggle, a war while in this world. Satan, unbelief, the world around us, and
our own sinful hearts fight to stop the work Christ has given to His Church to proclaim
His Word to all nations and to let our light shine in this world. God’s people need rescue
and help in the face of such enemies. Therefore, we focus on Jesus and His promises.
Christ is the strength of His Church and we rely on Him to win the ultimate victory.
Hymn 870 describes the beautiful attitude and weapons Christ’s Church uses as it “goes to
war” with souls trapped in unbelief: “Our call to war—to love the captive soul, but to rage
against the captor (i.e. the devil, sin); and with the sword (i.e. the Sword of the Spirit, God’s
Word) that makes the wounded whole we will fight with faith and valor” (CW 870:2).
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Presider ............................................................................................................... Rev. Shaun Arndt
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FIRST READING

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God who is only nearby, declares the LORD,
and not a God far away?
24
Can anyone hide in secret places
so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD.
Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD.
25
I have heard what the prophets who prophesy lies in my name have said. They say, “I have
had a dream! I have had a dream!” 26How long will this be in the hearts of these lying prophets?
These prophets proclaim the fantasies of their own hearts. 27They think they can make my
people forget my name with the dreams each one tells his neighbor, the way their fathers forgot
my name because of Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream. But let the one
who has my word speak my word faithfully.
What has chaff to do with grain? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like a fire? declares the
LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

SECOND READING

Hebrews 12:1-13
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid of
every burden and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the
race that is laid out for us. 2Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of our faith
and the one who brings it to its goal. In view of the joy set before him, he endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of God’s throne. 3Carefully
consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinful people, so that you do not
grow weary and lose heart.
4
You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your fight against sin.
5
Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons?
My son, do not regard the Lord’s discipline lightly,
and do not become weary of his correction.
6
For the Lord disciplines the one whom he loves,
and he corrects every son he accepts.
7
Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is there a son whose father
does not discipline him? 8If you are not disciplined (and all of us have received it), then you are
illegitimate children and not sons. 9In addition, we have earthly fathers who disciplined us, and
we respected them. Should we not submit even more to the Father of the spirits and live?
10
They disciplined us for a little while, according to what seemed best to them, but God
disciplines us for our good, so that we may have a share in his holiness. 11No discipline seems
pleasant when it is happening, but painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness
for those who have been trained by it.
12
Therefore strengthen your weak hands and feeble knees, 13and make straight paths for
your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated but rather healed.

GOSPEL

Luke 12:49-53

“I came to throw fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already ignited. 50But I have a
baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished! 51Do you think that I came to
bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52Yes, from now on there will be five
divided in one household: three against two, and two against three. 53They will be divided:
father against son, and son against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against
mother; mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against her mother-inlaw.”

