Our Peace Family

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
September 18, 2022
WELCOME!
We love that you are here today! Our service is printed for you in this worship
folder. Or you can follow the projections on the front wall.
Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship
space, as well as across the hall as you enter into the school.
Quiet room Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space
which still enables you to hear/see the service.
A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of
you. Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it
in the wicker basket along the wall after the service.
TODAY’S FOCUS
In our services today, we recognize many new families who have become members
of Peace over the past two years. Our service focuses on how God has made us
part of His Holy Christian Church (all believers) and has also put us together in
local congregation to serve and to be served. The Bible use many illustrations for
the Church of all Believers: The body of Christ, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation,
the People of God, a temple of ‘living stones’ built on Christ, the Cornerstone, and
what we focus on today: A Family. In love amazing, Christ became our Brother to
join us to God’s everlasting family. Therefore, we want to live in Christian love as
the family of believers God has made us: Our Peace Family.
PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION”
Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be
unified with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to
ask you to WAIT before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find
out what we teach; 2) until you make your unity with us evident by membership at
Peace. Regular classes are conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS
guests please sign a Connection Card and give it to an usher before communing.
Thank you.

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
The flowers on the altar are from the Christian funeral (yesterday) of our sister in
Christ, Norma Gourlie. Even as we miss Norma here in our Peace Family
congregation, we rejoice that we are still one with her and all believers the Lord
has already brought to Himself in glory.
TODAY’S PSALM
The theme that Holy Spirit worked unity in the family of believers is a priceless
and wonderful gift is clear from the words of the Psalm. The pictures used might
not be clear to us today, however. Oil on the beard is not 10W-30, but perfumed
olive oil that was used in anointing the priests, prophets and kings in the Old
Testament. Such events were beautiful and wonderful, especially because they
pointed ahead to Jesus our Great Prophet, High Priest and King.
Mount Zion is where the temple, a picture of Christ stood, that made it rich with
the life God gives His people through Jesus. However it was in a drier climate as
opposed to Mount Hermon where rain and dew were more plentiful. Thus the
Psalmist is saying the true life of Christ that the Church gathers around in God’s
Word is more refreshing and necessary than even water in a dry land!
HYMN 745
The second Distribution Hymn today, ‘Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying’ may not
seem to fit as tightly with the rest of the theme of the service. We might think of
this hymn as an outreach or missions hymn. Of course it does fit, since
proclaiming Jesus our Savior to this dying world is the mission of the Church and
therefore the mission of Our Peace Family. At the same time, this hymn was
specifically chosen because it the hymn our Peace Lutheran school students began
learning this past week in Hymnology. Most Sundays we will include the hymn
the students are learning to encourage their participation in the worship service.

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Presider ........................................................................................... Rev. Luke C. Werre
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Shaun Arndt
Keyboard ..........................................................................................Ms. Judith Metzger
Musicians ....................... Erin Gleason, Tim Gustafson, Eric Uher, Allison Schweiger

Mission Statement
As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are
committed to making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and
nurturing believers for Christian service, all to the glory of God.
Service Times
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm
Television: Sunday 9:00 am
Channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital
TDS channel 13
The most recent service is also on our website homepage:
church.peacewels.org
1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590
Church Office: (608) 837-5346
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School Office: (608) 834-1200
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OPENING HYMN

Oh, How Good It Is | CW 731

Please stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION
God has called us to live as family. Yet, our love for God and for each other is not what it
should be. Our priorities and choices are often flawed. But the power of God’s love enables
us to live a new life. Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

ABSOLUTION
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the
power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, let us exercise
our role as a community of believers and be reconciled with one another.
Brothers and sisters may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and
in our actions toward each other.

TO GOD ON HIGH BE GLORY

Gloria in Excelsis

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the family of believers with your never-failing mercy. Bind us
together with the bond of your love. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and
guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated

FIRST READING
7

Ecclesiastes 4:7-12

I looked again and saw another example of meaningless vapor under the sun: 8There was a
single person all alone, without even a son or a brother, and there was no end to all his hard
work. His eyes also were not satisfied with wealth. “So for whom am I working so hard,” he asks,
“and depriving myself of enjoyment?” This too is vapor and a miserable task.
9
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their hard work. 10If one of
them falls, his companion can lift him up. Pity the person who falls and has no one else to lift
him up. 11What’s more, if two lie down, they can keep warm, but how can one person keep
warm alone? 12Though an attacker can overpower one person, two people together can stand
up against him. A rope with three strands is not quickly snapped.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY

SECOND READING
9

Psalm 133A

Hebrews 2:9-18

But we look to Jesus (the one who was made lower than the angels for a little while, so that
by God’s grace he might taste death for everyone), now crowned with glory and honor, because
he suffered death.
10
Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in
leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal through
sufferings. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have one Father. For
that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says:
I will declare your name to my brothers.
Within the congregation I will sing your praise.
13
And again:
I will trust in him.
And again:
Here I am and the children God has given me.
14
Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and
blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the
Devil) 15and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 16For surely
he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s offspring. 17For this
reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in order that he would be a merciful
and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the sins of the
people. 18Indeed, because he suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia! Dear friends, let us love one another,
because love comes from God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Matthew 12:46-50

46

While he was still speaking to the crowd, his mother and his brothers happened to be
standing outside, wanting to talk to him. 47Someone said to him, “Look, your mother and your
brothers are standing outside, wanting to talk to you.”
48
But he replied to the one who told him, “Who is my mother? And who are my
brothers?” 49He reached out his hand toward his disciples and said, “See, my mother and my
brothers! 50For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

THE THIRD ARTICLE (SANCTIFICATION)
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in
the one true faith.
In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Please be seated

In Unity and Peace | CW 732

HYMN OF THE DAY

The vocalist will sing the first refrain and verse 1. The congregation will join in the remainder.

Ecclesiastes 4:7-12

SERMON
The Beauty of Together

RITE OF WELCOME
The new members stand at the presider’s indication.
Dear friends in Christ,
St. Paul described the unity that exists in Christ’s church when he wrote, “There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” With
sincere joy we publically recognize and welcome you to the fellowship of our congregation.
As you know, believers in Christ regularly gather around his Word and sacraments,
encourage one another in faith and life, and carry out the work of his kingdom. The
Scriptures encourage us: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
I therefore ask you: Do you reaffirm your desire to grow in God’s Word, to serve and to be
served in this congregation of believers, our Peace family? If so answer I do and I ask God to
help me.
I do and I ask God to help me.
The presider addresses the rest of the congregation.
Brothers and sisters,
As we welcome these new members to our Christian family, I encourage you in the name of
Jesus to keep them in your minds, hold them in your hearts, and pray for them again and
again. Continue to show them the face of friendship and offer them a hand of support.
Encourage them with your “works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

I therefore ask you: Do you reaffirm your desire to grow in God’s Word and to continue to
welcome, encourage and support these new members? If so answer I do and I ask God to
help me.
I do and I ask God to help me.
The peace of Christ be with us all. Amen.

PRAYER
Gracious Father, we thank you for leading these many families to desire to become
members of our congregation. Guide us with your wisdom as we worship and work
together. Mold our minds and hearts into a single, Christlike will, so that we may be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERING
A musical offering follows – for meditating on the sermon and signing Connection Cards.
Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus, you invited those who are weary and burdened to come to you for rest.
Therefore we take you up on your invitation and bring with us every burden—both those
of which we are painfully conscious and those which weigh us down though we cannot
precisely name them. Please send your Spirit to draw us closer to you and to the family
of believers through our sufferings. Lift away our burdens with the good news of your
forgiveness and grace, especially as we are about to receive your body and blood in the
Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, you have made us of the same family. You became fully human in order to lift
us up to belong to the family of God. You became familiar with our suffering so that you
could be a compassionate Savior. You became fully human so that by your death you
could atone for our sins and destroy him who holds the power of death, that is, the devil.
For your amazing love,
We thank you, Lord.

Lord Jesus, in addition to our eternal salvation you have blessed us to belong to the
family of believers. Send your Spirit to help us cherish this gift. Give us hearts to walk
with each other in love, to defend one another, to encourage each other, to bless each
other, and when one of us falls, to lift each other up. Help us enjoy the warm comfort of
Christian fellowship as a haven from the bleakness of a faithless world. Lord, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Intercessory prayers

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ☩ body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

Text: Michael D. Schultz Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710622

Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of Peace
and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the front inside cover of
this bulletin. Thank you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Blest Be the Tie That Binds | CW 730
Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying | CW 745

Please stand

COMMUNION BLESSING
The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go in peace.
Amen.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

The vocalist will support the congregation in singing.

May the Peace of God | CW 929
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