The Festival of Saint Michael & All Angels
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
September 25, 2022
WELCOME!
We love that you are here today! Our service is printed for you in this worship
folder. Or you can follow the projections on the front wall.
Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship
space, as well as across the hall as you enter into the school.
Quiet room Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space
which still enables you to hear/see the service.
A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of
you. Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it
in the wicker basket along the wall after the service.
TODAY’S FOCUS
The holy angels of God are real. They were created some time during the 6 days of
creation. Just as real are the fallen angels – the devil and his demons who seek to
harm God’s people in countless ways. However, our readings today comfort us
with the truths that Satan is cast down by Christ’s Gospel victory over sin and the
Lord commands His mighty angels to guard His people from the devil’s minions.
THE BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN
Today’s service includes “The Blessing of the Children.” Parents, grandparents and
godparents will be invited to bring their children forward to be blessed. (It is
suggested children grade 6 and younger be brought forward, but older children are
welcome).
Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:10 are the basis for the custom: “See that you do not
look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven
always see the face of my Father in heaven.” It fills us with awe to see how
important children are to our Lord. If He assigns powerful angels look after them,
then shouldn’t we be all the more serious about our responsibilities toward our
children, especially their spiritual welfare?
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MARTIN LUTHER ON BLESSINGS (MORE THAN A FOND WISH)
But this blessing is more than an empty sound of words or some verbal wish... this
blessing... states facts and is sure to be fulfilled. It is not a wish; it is the bestowal
of a good thing—the bestowal with which he says: “Take these gifts which I am
promising you verbally.” In Holy Scripture, there are real blessings. They are more
than mere wishes. They state facts and are effective. They actually bestow and
bring what the words say. We also have blessings of this kind in the New
Testament through Christ’s priesthood, which is our blessing when I say: “Receive
the absolution of your sins.”
(Luther’s Works – American Edition Volume 5, pages 140-141)
BLESSINGS IN THE HOME
The Bible book of Ruth gives us a wonderful example of blessings used in everyday
conversation among believers: (Boaz) said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!”
And they said to him, “The LORD bless you!” (Ruth 2:4). The Apostle Paul
constantly included blessings in his letters.
Consider blessing your children each night at bedtime or in the morning. Use one
of the blessings we use in worship such as The Lord be with you or The Lord bless
and keep you...
Or create a blessing drawn from the Bible by using a name of the Lord + ‘who has’
(insert an example of his creative or saving power) + ‘give you his blessing that you
may’ (insert a purpose that is promised in the Bible). You could conclude with the
phrase: And the blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be with you now and forever.
An example of such a blessing: “Jesus the Good Shepherd, who in Baptism made
you His dear lamb, give you His blessing that you may not be afraid this day, but
find comfort in his promise that He is with you always, and the blessing of God
Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
Amen.”

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Presider .............................................................................................. Rev. Shaun Arndt
Keyboard ...................................................................................... Mrs. Lisa Schoenherr
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Mission Statement
As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are committed to
making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and nurturing believers for Christian
service, all to the glory of God.
Service Times
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm
Television: Sunday 9:00 am
channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital
TDS channel 13
The most recent service is also on our website homepage:
church.peacewels.org

1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590

Church Office: (608) 837-5346

church.office@peacewels.org

School Office: (608) 834-1200

school.office@peacewels.org

Pastor Shaun Arndt

shaun.arndt@peacewels.org

Pastor Luke Werre

luke.werre@peacewels.org

Principal Steve White

steve.white@peacewels.org

Early Childhood Director Kailey White

kailey.white@peacewels.org

Deaconess Judith Metzger

admincoordinator@peacewels.org
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Rejoice, Angelic Choirs, Rejoice | CW 957

OPENING HYMN
Please stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

ABSOLUTION
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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HYMN

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow | CW 617

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries
of angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as your holy angels always serve and
worship you in heaven, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
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Psalm 91

DEVOTION & LESSON
1

One who lives in the shelter of the Most High
will stay in the shadow of the Almighty.
2
I will say to the LORD,
“My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”
3
Surely he will rescue you from the fowler’s trap,
from the destructive plague.
4
With his feathers he will cover you,
and under his wings you will find refuge.
His truth will be your shield and armor.
5
You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
6
nor the plague that prowls in the darkness,
nor the pestilence that destroys at noon.
7
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
8
You will only observe it with your eyes.
You will see the punishment of the wicked.
9
Yes, you, LORD, are my refuge!
If you make the Most High your shelter,
10
evil will not overtake you.
Disaster will not come near your tent.
11
Yes, he will give a command to his angels concerning you,
to guard you in all your ways.
12
They will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
13
You will tread on the lion and the cobra.
You will trample the young lion and the serpent.
14
The LORD says,
Because he clings to me, I will rescue him.
I will protect him, because he acknowledges my name.
15
He will call on me, and I will answer him.
I will be with him in distress.
I will deliver him and I will honor him.
16
With long life I will satisfy him,
and I will let him see my salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 91E

HYMN RESPONSE
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Text: Daniel Witte Tune: Tennessee Harmony, 1818, ed. Alexander Johnson
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710622 Tune: Public domain

Revelation 12:7-12

DEVOTION & LESSON
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There was also a war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought with the dragon. The dragon
fought back along with his angels, 8but he was not strong enough. There was no longer a place
for them in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down—the ancient serpent, the one called
the Devil and Satan, the one who leads the whole inhabited earth astray—he was thrown down
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
10
I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying:
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ,
because the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down,
the one who accuses them before our God day and night.
11
They conquered him
because of the blood of the Lamb and
because of the word of their testimony.
They did not love their lives in the face of death.
12
For this reason, rejoice, you heavens and those who dwell in them.
Woe to the earth and the sea,
for the Devil has gone down to you.
He is full of rage, because he knows that his time is short.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN RESPONSE

Lord God, to You We Give All Praise | CW 500

Please stand
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Luke 10:17-20

DEVOTION & GOSPEL
17

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name!”
18
He told them, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Look, I have given
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. And
nothing will ever harm you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names have been written in heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated

HYMN RESPONSE

Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken | CW 499

Please stand
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PRAYER FOR THE FESTIVAL OF SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS
Lord Jesus, you love children.
When mothers brought children to you, you welcomed and blessed them.
We entrusted our children to you when we brought them to Holy Baptism.
You put your name on them and blessed them with grace and salvation.
For this great mercy,
we thank you, Lord.
In your Word you reveal to us your wonderful command of the holy angels whom you
use to protect and provide for us and to be companions with us on the journey through
this difficult life.
Please command your angels to keep watch over our children, to guard and assist them,
to deflect any harm to their impressionable souls, especially at times when we ourselves
cannot be present with them.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Order your holy angels to accompany our high school and college students when they are
away from home,
to steer them clear of pitfalls and temptations,
to fend off the confusing influences propagated by the father of lies,
to protect them from all physical and spiritual dangers.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving Savior, assign your holy angels to help care for the elderly among us,
to hold at bay the overwhelming burden of concerns that go with old age,
to prevent missteps and accidents,
to assist ease of mobility and enable access of care,
to be present in loneliness.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Lord of the nations, your Word reveals how the holy angels work mightily behind the
scenes as you govern the nations of the world.
As satan works to wreak despair and havoc on the world, give your angels power to
set us free from its tyranny.
As satan and the powers of hell labor to generate treachery and deception, anger
and violence in an effort to tear our society apart, give your angels the ingenuity and
authority to outsmart and prevent them.
As satan with his demons toils without rest to blind our nation’s churches with false
teaching, commission your holy angels to help steer all church leaders to the truth.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Intercessions
King of kings and Prince of Peace, you ascended to the Father’s right hand from where
you exercise all authority in heaven and on earth. You are above and beyond the furthest
galaxies. You are within and throughout the smallest neutrons. You rule both the visible
and invisible realms. We praise you. We gladly boast of your power. Our faith is buoyed
by your grace. We are thrilled to join voices with our companions, the holy angels, who
call out day and night before your throne:
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord almighty!
The whole earth is full of his glory.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated

MUSICAL OFFERING
A musical offering follows-for meditating on the sermon and signing Connection Cards.

The Blessing of the Children
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said, See that you do not look down on one of these little
ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.
(Matthew 18:10. Mindful of our Father’s care for the young, parents, grandparents and
godparents are invited now to bring their children forward for the blessing.
Parents, godparents, grandparents, etc. may bring their children forward, family by family,
similar to the way we proceed for Holy Communion. Please wait for the ushers.
It is suggested that children 6th grade and under may be brought forward. Older children are
welcome.

I Walk in Danger All the Way | CW 836

HYMN DURING THE BLESSING

Please stand
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PRAYER
O Lord, King Eternal, send us your holy angels to defend us in both soul and body. Just as
you have called us to share with them the blessedness of the world to come, may we
follow their example and do your will on earth as it is done in heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Luther's Morning and Evening Prayer | CW 782

The Morning verse 1 will be sung on Sunday. The Evening verse 1 will be sung on Monday.
Note: this hymn is based upon Martin Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers, printed
below on the next page.
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MORNING PRAYER
In the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me
this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all
my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all
things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
EVENING PRAYER
In the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have
graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night.
Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with
me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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SOME FACTS ABOUT ANGELS
The word “angel” means “messenger.” It refers to someone who is sent out for a
task.
Angels are spirit beings (Hebrews 1:14). They are not people who have died.
They are personal and self- aware, using words like “I” and “me” (Luke 1:19).
Throughout the Bible angels are always referred to in the male gender.
Angels have names (Luke 1:19).
The Bible uses military terms like “hosts” or “armies” (Psalm 103:21). It also gives
other titles to angels like cherubim (Genesis 3:24) and seraphim (Isaiah 6:2). It would
appear that angels are assigned to various ranks. This would make sense, since God
loves order (1 Corinthians 14:33) and such order makes for effective execution of
duties.



Angels were created by God some time during the 6 days of creation (Genesis 1:1, 31;
2:1).
All angels were originally created good and holy (Genesis 1:31).
At some point, in the spiritual realm, some angels rebelled against God and
abandoned their positions of authority (Jude 6). They were cast out of heaven. These
fallen angels are called demons or evil spirits and are under the leadership of the devil
or satan (Jude 6; Revelation 12:7-9).
The evil angels, or demons, cannot go back to being good. They are already judged
(Jude 6). Jesus said the devil is the father of lies and a murderer (John 8:44).
God uses the holy angels to protect us from the devil and demons (Revelation 12:7-9).











God has used angels for a variety of purposes. Here are a few…
Angels guarded the entrance to the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24).
Angels assisted Abraham’s servant to find a wife for Isaac (Genesis 24:7).
An angel provided food for Elijah’s long journey (1 Kings 19:5-7).
Angels conduct worship of God in heaven (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 7:11-12).
Angels have worked behind the scenes as God governs the nations (Daniel 10:12-14).
Angels announced the birth of our Savior (Luke 1:26-31; 2:8-14).
Angels assisted Jesus (Mark 1:13; Luke 22:43).
Angels’ primary work today is to assist and aid believers in Jesus (Hebrews 1:14).
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