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Revelation 3:14-22

Check Your Temperature

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come. Amen.  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

It’s one of the first things they do when you go to the doctor.  They take your temperature.  There’s a reason for that.  Your body temperature can indicate if something is wrong.  

Our second lesson from Revelation speaks about spiritual temperature and what it indicates about the condition of our hearts.  God’s powerful Word today tells us: Check your Temperature. 


The first part of the book of Revelation contains seven messages from Jesus to seven churches located in what is today the country of Turkey.  Each of the churches faced difficulty and danger.  For some it was false teachers, others it was temptation to sexual sins of their culture, for another it was suffering from persecution.    


In our lesson, we hear that the church in Laodicea faced what is arguably the greatest threat of all: the dangerous enemy that has likely destroyed more Christians and congregations than anything else.  
They faced this: I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. If only you were cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm and not hot or cold, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 


Hot water is useful, you can cook with it.  Cold water is refreshing to drink.  But take a sip of lukewarm water and BLECH!  Lukewarm water is headed away from being useful.  
Lukewarm is the once burning fire that provided heat and light, but now its smoldered down to worthless ash, barely warm to the touch.   Lukewarm is the once cold class of lemonade where the ice has all melted, and when you take a sip you get a mouth full of half-warm disgusting “BLAH-AH-AH!”  

Lukewarm is used here as a sad picture of faith in decline.  It is trust in Jesus that is starting is to fade away and may soon be dead.  


Far from being “on fire,” or excited about the Lord and His Word, the one who is lukewarm doesn’t pay much attention to the message any more, just doesn’t take it seriously.  

Worse yet they don’t even think such spiritual laziness is a problem!  They’ve grown apathetic.  Though they lack careful attention to God’s Word, earnest prayers and are not eager to live as God commands, yet they think it’s ok, they’ll be fine anyway as long as they’re kind of sort of connected to a church.  Or to quote the Laodiceans: “I am rich. I have become very wealthy and need nothing.”
The reality is, such an attitude is deadly to faith.  If you don’t put wood on a fire, it will go out and go cold.  Faith that is not fed and nurtured will grow lukewarm and die, leaving only this dreadful judgment: I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  
What a terrifying picture!  To have Jesus spit you out like a sip of stale, lukewarm water means everlasting ruin in hell. 


Of course, this warning was not just for the Christians in Laodicea some 2,000 years ago.  Jesus tells us we too need to pay attention to these words: Whoever has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  Since you and I have ears, let us listen to this call to check your temperature. 

I think it is safe to say the Psalm writer’s faith was hot, it was “on fire,” eager for God’s Word, when he wrote: “I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1)

If that’s hot, then what does lukewarm look like?  
“I’m here, but only because mom or dad, husband or wife made me.  I’m here, but only out of habit.  I’m here, but only because I’m the preacher and I have to be here!  I’m here, but I don’t get anything out of it (not that I try either), I’m here, but I don’t see the point, I’m just going to hear what I’ve heard before –it’s all the same as it ever was.  I’m here, but I wish I were elsewhere.  

Such attitudes would be lukewarm toward Jesus and His Word.  Notice please I said attitude, not feeling.  Because of sin, our emotions might be blah and yet our faith can confidently declare there is nothing better than to hear Christ in His Word and live for Him!  


And yet that’s not always the way we always think and act!  Do we take seriously everything God’s Word tells us?  About our sin?  About God’s judgment?  About our Savior?  About how He teaches us to live?  About proper priorities?  Might our attitudes and actions be a bit different if we did?  
Or do we listen to the voice of the devil and our old sinful nature that says, “hey you can’t take this faith stuff too seriously, that would be just over the top?  Or “There’ll be time to focus on that spiritual stuff later.”  It doesn’t matter that much whether you do what God says right, you’ll be fine anyhow.”
I don’t think many people who have wandered from the faith entered eternal ruin just woke up one day saying, “I want nothing to do with Jesus.”

Usually it happens slowly, bit by bit as faith is not fed and cools off: a little break from God’s Word and worship here, a little failure to watch and pray here.  A little giving way to what God forbids here. A little lack of confessing it in shame and running back to the cross there.  A little letting spiritual matters take backseat.  And bit by bit, faith grows cold.  
Dear child of God, do you realize this could be you, just as it could be me?!  Who of us could claim our faith is as hot as it should be?  How often have we dangerously taken steps toward letting our faith grow lukewarm.

If the very possibility does not alarm you, then dear friend, you should truly be alarmed!  That our hearts have the ability to hear God’s warnings and say whatever, is proof how blind we are to how deadly our sin is and how much Christ should cast us away!  Even if you don’t have an alarmed “feeling,” confess God’s Word is right when it says such things!  

So where can we turn?  How can cooling faith be re-heated?  

The answer of course is obvious, so obvious, it—well, He—is knocking at the door this very day!  


 Jesus says to you and me: Look, I stand at the door and I am knocking.  The Only One who can save us has already come to us and speaks to us through His Word very day!  
Jesus’ Word, Jesus’ Voice alone has the power to melt our cold hearts and set them on fire again. 


Understand Jesus speaks strong Words of warning only because He loves us so much: I rebuke and discipline those whom I love. So, take this seriously and repent.  He speaks strong words and allows trouble and suffering in our lives so that we repent – that we turn from our selves or relying on anything else and trust we need Him and His help every day! 


Even if we don’t feel or realize it, take God at His Word when He tells us that left to ourselves, we are miserable, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 

But repent also means trusting God’s promise, that Jesus comes to save us and He gives us all we lack.  He says: I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments, so that you may be clothed and the shame of your nakedness may not become public, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.

Now we cannot pay for these gifts Jesus’ describes, the Bible makes that clear!  Jesus is talking here about buying the same way He does in the book of Isaiah:  Come you who are thirsty... who have no money… buy and eat… buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Jesus says it again later in Revelation: let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.  


The only way to understand these words is that Jesus is freely giving to us, because He just got done saying how we are: miserable and poor.  Therefore, He must provide everything.  When He says He wants to come and dine with us, He must bring the meal, just as He does in the Lord’s Supper – giving us Himself and forgiveness in His Body and Blood along w/ the bread and the wine.    


So, when Jesus tells us to buy in this lesson, it is like when we say that you ‘buy in’ in to an idea, you make it your own.  So, trust that Jesus freely gives everything to save you, like this: 


White garments, so that you may be clothed.  See, Jesus covers the shame of our lukewarm hearts and attitudes toward His Word with the priceless robe woven by the sinless life He lived in your place and mine, how He never hesitated to do what God’s Word said.  This robe is adorned with His saving blood shed on the cross to forgive every step toward lukewarm.    

Like a warm jacket on a cold day, Jesus’ holiness takes away our lukewarm sinful attitude and actions and means now our temperature in God’s sight is perfect – you have the credit for Jesus’ obedience.  


Jesus also gives us this: salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.  Our spiritual sight is naturally horrible.  So, the Lord sends His Holy Spirit through His Word to open the eyes of faith and lead us to repent – to believe our lost condition and that He forgives our sins so that we will not be spit us out.  


Instead, He promises that through His cross and empty tomb, we will sit with (him) on (his) throne!  Just think, in Him, we don’t even deserve to sit in the dust against the back wall of heaven will instead rule with Christ eternally!  


Jesus also gives us gold refined in the fire.  1 Peter explains what this treasure is, one greater than any earthly gold: You were redeemed (paid for, forgiven, rescued) not with silver or gold… but with the precious blood of Christ.  
And this gold is refined in the fire.  It has been heated.  Here is the key to re-warming our faith and keeping it hot!  The Key is Jesus and only Jesus and all He does for us and freely gives to us!  Again, don’t think mere feelings, but faith that takes God at His Word, that He has taken you from blindness to sight, from spiritually poor to spiritually rich in Christ!  

Yes, Check your Temperature and see that apart from Christ we have nothing.  In Christ we have everything: sins forgiven, faith fed with His promises, hearts renewed and equipped to serve Him.  Amen.  
Lord, (we) do believe, help (us) overcome (our) unbelief!  Amen.  

We confess our Christian faith using the Nicene Creed on page 196.
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